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Te Kaihautū Artistic Director

THROUGHOUT 
FESTIVAL

WAKA OF DREAMS: PUNANGA POHEWA — LISSY + RUDI ROBINSON-COLE WITH HOLLIE TAWHIAO 
Thurs 24: 5-8pm (opening)  |  Fri, Tue-Thurs: 10am-5pm  |  Sat-Mon: 10am-4pm  |  Refi nery Artspace (until 23 Nov – regular gallery opening hours post-festival)

PUKAPUKA TALKS
At Suter Theatre 
unless specifi ed

MYTHS, MAGIC, 
FANTASY & TIME 
TRAVEL
Te Noninga Kumu 
Motueka Public 
Library

MYTHS, MAGIC, 
FANTASY & TIME 
TRAVEL
Elma Turner Library

HOUSING FOR ALL
12.30pm (60min)

OTHERHOOD: 
CHILDLESS, 
CHILDFREE AND 
CHILD ADJACENT
5.30pm (60min)

EVOKING THE 
DIASPORA
10.30am (60min)

MYTHOLOGY 
& MYSTICAL 
REALISM
1pm (60min)

TENACIOUS 
WĀHINE
3.30pm (60min)

BLOODY MINDED
10.30am (60min) 

FLY HERE, FLY 
THERE, MY BIRD
1pm (60min) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVOCATES
3.30pm (60min) 

LITTLE GREEK 
TAVERNA LONG 
LUNCH
12pm (240min) 
The Boat Shed Cafe

AFTER DARK III: 
SIX-LEGGED GHOST 
HUNT
8pm (90min)
Brook Waimārama 
Sanctuary

NOW YOU KNOW HER 
NAME
1pm (60min) 
Pūtangitangi 
Greenmeadows Centre

UNSETTLED
6pm (60min) 
Te Noninga Kumu 
Motueka Public Library

PLOTTING HISTORICAL 
FICTION WORKSHOP
1pm (120min) 
Elma Turner Library

COCKTAILS & 
COOKING TALES
5.30pm (60min) 
Kismet

GREAT OUTDOORS TUNE UP
5pm (180min)
Kirby Lane

SCULPT NATURE
Judging + prize giving
Brook Waimārama 
Sanctuary

SOUNDS OF THE 
SANCTUARY — 
NZ STRING QUARTET
12pm + 4pm (80min)
Brook Waimārama 
Sanctuary

MASK CARNIVALE
5pm-10pm
Whakatū City Centre

IN YOUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD

ABBY HOWELLS — 
LA SOUPCO
8pm (55min) 
The Boathouse

VICTORY POETRY 
SLAM II
Workshop: 
12.30pm (120min)
Victory Community 
Centre
Performance: 
5pm (75min) 
Victory Boxing

ELDRITCH ECHOES: 
A CINEMATIC 
SOUNDSCAPE — 
MISLED CONVOY
Installation: 5pm (60min) 
18A Project Space

ELDRITCH ECHOES: 
A CINEMATIC 
SOUNDSCAPE — 
MISLED CONVOY
Installation: 5pm (60min)
18A Project Space

ELDRITCH ECHOES: 
A CINEMATIC 
SOUNDSCAPE — 
MISLED CONVOY
Performance:
9pm (90min) 
18A Project Space

SLOW ART DAY
10am-4pm 
participating galleries

BY WHAKATŪ 
RESIDENCY SHARING
2pm (45min) 
Refi nery ArtSpace

RHYS MATHEWSON — 
10TH RODEO
8pm (75min) 
The Boathouse

TE TAI-O-AORERE 
TASMAN

ESTHER SWIFT 
8pm (90min 
+ interval)
Mussel Inn

See Pukapuka Talks 
above

RHYS MATHEWSON — 
10TH RODEO
7.30pm (75min) 
Te Noninga Kumu 
Motueka Public Library

NEILSON SINGS 
NELSON — 
TAMI NEILSON
2pm, doors at 
12pm (90min) 
Neudorf Vineyards

SUTER THEATRE SLIP — 
REBECCA JENSEN 
with AVIVA ENDEAN
6.30pm (50min)

SLIP — 
REBECCA JENSEN 
with AVIVA ENDEAN
8pm (50min)

PEOPLE + 
WATER SERIES:

TUHAYMANI’CHI 
PAL WANIQA
3.30pm (20min)

KO AU TE AWA, 
KO TE AWA KO AU 
4pm (86min)

GAZA SURF CLUB 
6:30pm (90min)

SUITCASE SHOW — 
TRICK OF THE LIGHT
8pm (55min)

SUITCASE SHOW — 
TRICK OF THE LIGHT
8pm (55min)

MOON — 
BARNIE DUNCAN + 
ALISTAIR DEVERICK
10am (45min)

MOON — 
BARNIE DUNCAN + 
ALISTAIR DEVERICK
10am (45min)

NCMA NCMA LUNCHTIME 
CONCERTS: 
ROSEMARY GALTON 
+ MARIA KOLEFF 
12.30pm (50min)

ESTHER SWIFT
7pm (90min 
+ interval)

MURIWAI — 
ARIANA TIKAO + 
BOB BICKERTON
7pm (90min)

COUCH STORIES
7pm (90min)

NCMA LUNCHTIME 
CONCERTS: 
YA-TING LIOU
12.30pm (50min)

THE YOUNG VIRTUOSI 
— YEYEONG JENNY JIN 
+ JEONGHWAN KIM
7.30pm (80min)

THEATRE ROYAL BE LIKE BILLY? — 
RUTENE SPOONER
6.30pm (70min)

BE LIKE BILLY? — 
RUTENE SPOONER
6.30pm (70min)

COURTNEY DAWSON 
— DREAMS ARE FREE
8pm (50min)

AIGA — 
TOUCH COMPASS 
6.30pm (65min)

PRIMA FACIE — 
BY SUZIE MILLER
6.30pm (100min) 

PRIMA FACIE — 
BY SUZIE MILLER
8pm (100min)

STOP MAKING SENSE 
— TALKING HEADS
4pm (88min)

THE BUTTERFLY WHO 
FLEW INTO THE RAVE 
— OLI MATHIESEN 
with LUCY LYNCH + 
SHARVON MORTIMER
8pm (70min)

WOW STORIES: 
ON CREATIVITY, 
TENACITY AND DREAMS
5pm (90min)

DEVILLE 
MUSIC HUB
Doors 8pm
Support Act 8.30pm
Main Act 9.30pm

SHEPHERDS REIGN THABANI GAPARA RHOMBUS HAZ + MILOUX WERO (CHALLENGE)

CULTURAL
CONVERSATIONS

MAKE ART NOT WAR — RANA HAMIDA MAKE ART NOT WAR — RANA HAMIDA 

THROUGHOUT 
FESTIVAL
Exhibitions + 
installations

MYTHS & LEGENDS — SAM DUCKOR-JONES  |  Lee Woodman Studio + Nelson Airport Terminal

WHISPERS IN THE STREETS  |  Whakatū City Centre

SCULPT NATURE  |  Brook Waimārama Sanctuary (opens 18 Oct — judging and prize giving on Sunday 27 Oct)

MANU TUTETUTE — CHARLES + JANINE WILLIAMS  |  Atelier Studio|Gallery MANU TUTETUTE — CHARLES + JANINE WILLIAMS  |  Atelier Studio|Gallery

HINEUKURANGI + STOP MAKING SENSE: SURREALIST LEGACIES IN THE CHARTWELL COLLECTION  |  The Suter Art Gallery Te Aratoi o Whakatū

WED 23
PRE-FEST

THU 24
OPENING NIGHT

FRI 25 SAT 26
LONG WEEKEND

SUN 27
LONG WEEKEND

MON 28
LONG WEEKEND

TUE 29 WED 30 THU 31 FRI 1 SAT 2
CLOSING WEEKEND

SUN 3
CLOSING WEEKEND

We’re thrilled to be able to offer Pay What You Can (PWYC) for 
almost all of our ticketed events again this year. Ticket prices 
continue to pose a barrier for some and PWYC makes the 
Festival more financially accessible for more of our community.   

When you buy a ticket for most Nelson Arts Festival events 
this year, there are five price tiers to choose from: Tiers 1 and 
2 are lower, Tier 3 is our recommended/traditional ticket price, 
and Tiers 4 and 5 are higher, enabling those who can to ‘pay it 
forward’ to support others. 

All our events start on time — except for unforeseen 
circumstances. Please note that for safety reasons, some 
events may have a lock-out, which means that late-comers 
cannot be admitted. 
Brook Waimārama Sanctuary is a 15min walk from the Sanctuary 
entrance — please make sure to arrive ahead of the start time. 

Nelson Arts Festival is committed to providing accessibility 
for our community and a safe space for all. 

We aim to provide as much information as possible about 
accessing our Festival — from booking your tickets and 
content warnings, to health & safety and how to get to 
our venues. 

Every event listing includes information about accessibility 
and content transparency; and where needed, an alert 
symbol to indicate content warnings. For full details, visit: 

 The Festival team, artists and 
audiences are required to comply with the latest Government 
health advice at the time of the event. We are committed to 
the safety and wellbeing of our community first and foremost 
and encourage mask wearing indoors where possible. 

If an artist can no longer travel or perform, events may be 
postponed or cancelled. We will offer exchanges or refunds 
to our ticket holders in this instance.  

 We have zero tolerance for discriminatory 
and bullying behaviours, neither online nor in-person. You can book tickets for all our events on our website  

  — via the 
on each event page.  

Swing by our friendly Box OfÏces if you prefer 

78 Rutherford Street | 12PM – 4PM weekdays 
Phone: 03 548 3840 (Select 1)   

48 Nile Street | 10AM – 4PM weekdays 

boxofÏce@theatreroyalnelson.co.nz 

It is our intention as an organisation to provide greater access 
to the Festival for all of our community.  

Our venues, except for Atelier Studio|Gallery, are wheelchair 
accessible and welcome service dogs. We have accessibility 
symbols in our event listings to help you navigate the 
programme. Our website has extended information on: 

•  venue access  
•  service dogs
•  companion seats 

as well as more info on our events that are:

• highly visual
• without major language barriers
• NZ Sign Language interpreted
• audio-based, and/or, audio-described.

access@nelsonartsfestival.nz

OUR FESTIVAL WHĀNAU OF PARTNERS
It truly takes a village. Like a flock of birds, our community comes together every year 
to create the way forward for our Festival. From the joyful Pīwakawaka to the mighty 
Moa, our partners all play a part in making the Nelson Arts Festival possible.

Text too small? A large print 
version of this print programme 
is also available for download 
on our website. 

 PARTNERS 
KERERŪ PARTNERS 

TŪĪ PARTNERSPĪWAKAWAKA
FESTIVAL SUPPORTERSTHE WHĀNAU?

SCAN TO GET 
IN TOUCH

 PARTNERS KĀREAREA PARTNERS

 FUNDERS  FUNDER

NGĀ MIHI, THANK YOU!

PIKI MAI, KAKE MAI!
This year marks the 30th Nelson Arts Festival — a real milestone for the popular event and our 
community. I invite you to celebrate alongside the Nelson Festivals Trust and team, funders, 
partners and, of course, the artists from the region, across the country and beyond. Ours is the 
longest-running annual arts festival in Aotearoa, and Council is proud to be the core funder of this 
11-day programme. I look forward to the outstanding theatre, dance, music, literature and visual 
arts events and hope to see many of you at the Mask Carnivale on 1 November  — a fantastic way 
to welcome spring. Come and join us for the 2024 Festival and enjoy our city at its best.     

The waters are swirling in 2024. Big waves are beginning to break, 
and we’re in the impact zone. 
Democracy, the environment and reality are on trial, edging on frailty. 
Once secure routes are blocked and cycles fraying. We retreat into 
our own. With more than 70 countries facing some form of election 
this year and over 2 billion people heading to the polls — 2024 is 
set to step us further into liquid.

When we are in the trough, we reach for language, for connection 
to and empathy with others, and for mind-opening and awe-inspiring 
experiences, to help us ride out.  

From the depths, we stand with artists and their work at the ihu, 
the prow of the waka — in the best position to first see the horizon, 
the way to break through (or work with) the curling crises.   

Nose into the wind, we seek perceived order amidst chaotic sets, 
moments of collectiveness in our deglobalising fleet, deep breaths 
to settle us into fluidity, flexibility, and curiosity in the face of 
crashing polarisation.  

And as we crest and look back, we see 30 years of incredible artists, 
conversations, challenges and Festival whānau paddling with us. 
With artists leading in front and this force propelling us, we know we 
can sing/dance/make change, ideas moving like the water beneath 
our feet.  

Many boats in one ocean, looking to many stars in one sky.  

Ko te pae tawhiti whāia kia tata, 
ko te pae tata whakamaua kia tina.  

2024, our 30th Nelson Arts Festival. 
A Festival (and a fleet) carving a path through the cresting wave.
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Head of Projection | Deputy Technical & Production Manager

 (she/her/ia)
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Audience Experience Coordinator | Access Coordinator

 (she/her/ia)
Tamariki & Rangatahi Programme Coordinator

 (he/him/ia)  
Mask Carnivale Project Manager 

 (she/her/ia)
Mask Carnivale Coordinator

Our whānau and friends, supporting us through the wild festival 
times, past, present and future. The Nelson Arts Festival whānau 
including Annabel, Sophie, Charlie, Amanda, Axel, Michaela, 
Padma, Jacquetta, Rose, Shanine, and all our incredible 
volunteers — here’s to the next 30 years of festival goodness! 

THANK YOU to colleagues and mates at other festivals and 
arts organisations around Aotearoa and beyond. Martin, 
Stu & the Nelson City Council team; Eliane & the team at 
Theatre Royal; James, Kim & the NCMA team; Julie, Kyla, Will & 
the team at Suter Art Gallery; Lloyd, Janja & Heidi at Arts Council 
Nelson/Refinery ArtSpace; Keegan at Kirby Lane; Pete & Glenn 
at RockQuest; Tess, Olive & Ru at Brook Waimārama Sanctuary; 
Norma, Jenny & Steve at Victory Community Centre; Paul & the 
Victory Boxing team; Kymberly & Nick at Kismet; Ang & the team 
at Tāwhiri; Meg Williams; Marnie Karmelita; Cassandra, Adrianne, 
Paul and the team at Creative NZ, celebrating the beautiful 
spark and generous spirit that was Cathryn; John, David & the 
PatronBase team; Tony & the Downing team; Anna & Ramisha 
at MNT; Anne at Make/Shift Spaces; Tanya & the Cultural 
Conversations community; Debbie, Vic & Nelson Youth Council; 
Olivia & Nicole at NMIT; Rebecca, Rita & the NRDA team; Brent 
& Felicity; Donna Chapman & Jane Fisher; Bill & Mary Page; 
Colin Bass; Platform Interpreting New Zealand; Arts Access 
Aotearoa; Audio Described New Zealand; Fresh Eyes; and our 
furry sanity-savers Solnit, Pixie, Annie & Rosie, Jagger, Bella 
& other packmates.

Our committed and engaged community, and of course, all the 
incredible artists and their support humans sharing their mahi 
with us and who make this Festival what it is. We see you.

 (she/her/ia)
Producer Intern Toi Māori Aotearoa

 (she/her/ia) | Elephant Publicity
Publicist

Festival Technical Team & Crew
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Hon Dr Nick Smith, Mayor of Nelson | Te Koromatua o Whakatū

24 OCTOBER — 3 NOVEMBER 2024
NELSONARTSFESTIVAL.NZ


